Selections from the Foreign Journals.
[Jan. " A stout woman, aetat. thirty, was delivered of her first child after a labour of thirty-six hours' duration, during which she was bled, narcotized with opium, and lacerated with a pair of bad forceps: in four days after, the labia were found in a gangrenous state, for which cinchona and charcoal were ordered; this was followed by tympanites, which yielded to castor-oil, ablution with tepid water, &c. On the 19th day the fundus uteri descended into the vagina, and presented itself at the os externum, and with a little assistance on the part of the nurse the whole uterine apparatus was removed. The rectum separated at some inches above the pubes, and its lower portion depended between the labia; this the nurse also drew down in the presence of the practitioner, and it separated at the sphincter ani. On examining the parts, he found a single opening, extending from the coccyx to the pubes. Some time afterwards, the end of the intestine descended several inches, and hung loosely on the concave surface of the sacrum ; a sponge was introduced into the cavity to support the rectum and prevent the access of air. The destruction of the parts was so complete, and the opening so large, as to bring within view the whole inner surface of the pelvis; in spite of which, after protracted suppuration, the wound cicatrized from behind forwards; her health gradually returned, and she would now feel quite well, but for the inability to retain her urine and faeces. I felt convinced of the absence of the uterine orifice; but before practising the vaginal Caesarian operation, I made the most minute search for the fissure through which conception and the escape of the liquor amnii had been effected. I felt a small spot, a little less resisting than the rest of the surface, and passed a female catheter up to it along the finger. By pressing gently, I carried this through the thin part, and then, substituting my finger for the instrument, widened the breach; the sensation produced was precisely that of a thin membrane tearing. The neck then dilated, the head presented in the first position, and, half an hour after, the labour terminated naturally.
[There is a deficiency of detail in this narrative; but the case furnishes a good example of the success of the treatment particularly recommended by Nagele.] L'Experience. Mai, 1839. 
